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" Of precious things I have plenty. I desire to understand
the language of all animals/' The Serpent-king said to him,
" You must purify yourself for seven days ; when these
seven days are over, come and speak to me. But take great
care that nobody knows of it." x
This being so, the King was eating with his wife when he
saw a pair of butterflies, of which the female told the male
to get her some food ;   the male answered that everybody
should get food for himself, to which the female replied that
being with young she could not.   The King burst out laugh-
ing.   His wife asked him, " O King, why do you laugh ? "
The King kept silence.   Another time, sitting with his wife,
the King saw a pair of butterflies who met on the wall,
quarrelled, and fell fighting to the ground.   Again the King
burst out laughing.    His wife said to him, " Why do you
laugh ? "    So it happened thrice, the King always making
answer, " I will not tell you."    Then his wife declared to
him, " O King, if you do not tell me I will kill myself."    The
King answered her, " Wait till I have taken a walk, and I will
come back and tell you."    Then he went out to take a walk.
The Serpent-king produced by magic a flock of some
hundreds  of sheep  which  were  crossing  a  stream.     One
sheep, which was with young, cried out to the ram, " Come
back and fetch me."    The ram answered, " I could by no
means carry you across the stream."    The sheep replied,
" If you do not carry me across the river, I will kill myself.
Do not you see that the King of the country is about to die
for the sake of his wife ? "    The ram answered her, " The
King is a fool to die for his wife.   You may die.   Does that
mean that I shall have no more sheep ? "   At hearing these
words the King thought to himself, " King as I am of the
whole realm I am not as wise as that ram."    When he re-
turned home his wife said to him, " If you do not explain
to me why you laughed,  I will kill myself."    The King
answered her, " You are at perfect liberty to kill yourself;
it will be a very good job if you do ;   I have plenty of wives
in my harem ; what need have I of you ? "
1 We must understand that the King     language of animals.     (Note of E.
is in danger of death if ever he reveals     Chavannes.)
to anybody that he understands the